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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
As George Lax and I change saddles with the presidency 
of our club, I want to thank every member for the 
confidence and support that you have voiced in me and 
the 2001 Board. Please trust that, our leadership, and our 
decisions, will be based on the tenets of doing what is in 
the best interest of our organization, the best interest of 
our members, and the best interest of our sport. 

Collectively, your new Board follows the legacy of our 
Founder Carl "Virgo" Bender, Rob Mann, Ric Case, 
Jordy Glazov, Jim and Dona Tossing, Jim Irvine, Vince 
O'Leary, Vic Wojtas, Don Dorgan, Mikey Garceau, Herb 
Kaiser, Richard "Angel" Moore, Jon "O.J" Simpson, 
George Lax, and many others who have dedicated their 
time and effort as Board members in making us the 
confident, capable, and elite organization that we are 
today. You can bet your leathers that your new Board 
will uphold that great legacy. 

To George and Chris Lax, whom I've followed through 
various Board positions over the past four years, my 
heartfelt thanx for your mentoring, your toleration, your 
understanding, and your friendship. I welcome, and 
appreciate, your continued assistance. 

Presidential "BS" aside, what can you really expect? As 
a riding club first, who happens to be dedicated to 
charitable causes second, look for an increased tempo to 
our activities schedule next year. We intend to bring you 
more riding opportunities, more riding - related activities 
such as skill and safety instruction, more opportunities to 
socialize, and more event - related rides. You will also 
see your Board members "Taking charge". Every one of 
them is an experienced rider, a senior road captain, and a 
dedicated member. We'll all benefit from their 
leadership through management efficiency and 
organization. Give them your input, give them your 
respect, give them your help, and we'll have a dynamite 
year. 

Finally, unique to our sport, and its inherent culture, is a 
camaraderie known as "Brotherhood". Simply put, it's 
the respect and love of your fellow riders and, it's the 
foundation upon which our success has been based. 
While we're rich in our quality of brotherhood, every one 
of us has an obligation to maintain and protect that 
quality and to imbue every new member with it. 
Recognize it, accept it, embrace it, and do it! Without it, 
we'll have all the esprit - de - corps of a senior citizen 
sewing circle. 

Let's Roll! 

NISRA Holiday Luncheon 

By Sandy Vernon 

On Saturday, November 18th, the NISRA 5th 
Annual Holiday Fashion Show Luncheon will be 
held at the Holiday Inn in Crystal Lake. Activities 
start at 10:30 a.m. with a Cash Bar and Silent 
Auction. Luncheon at 12:00 Noon and continuing 
with a Fashion Show, Live Auction, and special 
Christmas Tree Raffle 
Drawing. 
In the past, we have had several tables filled by the 
Top Cats and Hope, once again, to see our Club well 
represented as we present the check from the 
proceeds of the 4th Annual Fall Charity Ride to 
NISRA. 
Reservations need to be made by November 9th! 
This is a fun event and a great way to start your 
holiday shopping! Send your check in the amount 
of $25 per person (made out to NISRA) to me at 
5863 RFD, Long Grove, IL, 60047, or bring it to the 
November 7th meeting in order to save you a seat at 
one of the Top Cat tables. All proceeds will benefit 
the Special Olympics Training Programs provided 
by NISRA. 

MWF Seeking 
Warmth and Comfort 

Married White Female seeks your used Wash 
Clothes, Towels, Blankets and Comforters to 
be used at SAVE-A-PET animal shelter. These 
items will be used as comfort and warmth 
for animals following surgery, medical treat-
ment or to soften a cold hard concrete floor. 
Contact Dar Lunde at 815-459-2488, she will 
repair as needed and forward to SAVE-A-
PET. Receipts can be provided upon request. 

Page 1 



TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, 
Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of 
large, medium and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries. 

THE. BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 
President 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 	 847/854-4137 

(wkirkpa177@aol.com) 
Vice President 	Rik Lowry 	 847/284-1111 

(lowryhogan@aol.com) 
Treasurer 	Jim "Iceman" Henif 	 847/381-5357 

(j henif@yahoo.com) 
Secretary 	Ken "Hawke e" Glassman 	 847/394-0326 

(ihawkeye50 	aol.com) 
Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 	 847/732-2767 

(carlbender@aol.com ) 
Past President 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax 	 847/438-5236 

(glax@hotmail.com) 
Director 	Sandra Vernon 	 847/634-6402 

vern693@aol.com  
Director 	Bard Boand 	 847/381-1393 

(bboand@fedex.com) 
Director 	Terry "Lizard" Kumro 	 847/639-4009 

(aliciakumr@aol.com) 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topcats.org  HOTLINE: (847) 622-3501 e-mail: topcats_mcc@hotline.com  

NEXT MEETING: November 7, 2000 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	Jim "Taz" Krepel (windy@dls.net) 	815/459-9345 
Charity Ride 	Bernie Weiss (gottobl@aol.com) 	 847/831-5393 
Membership 	Joe Robanus (PureBrass@aoLcom) 	847/803-0002 
Programs 	Chuck Prettyman (phan42442@aoLcom) 	847/382-4269 
Products 	Alicia Kumro (aliciakuma@aoLcom) 	847/639-4009 
Communications 	John Lunde 	 815/459-2488 
Roar 	(mongerl@hotmaiLcom) 
Website 
Hotline 
Safety 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatric (w1arkpa177@aoLcom) 847/854-4137 

Terry "Lizard" Kumro (aliciakumr@aol.com) 847/639-4009 
Ric Case (ric.I.case@alac.ameritec.com ) 	847/363-1542 

Sgt at Arms 	Vince O'Leary (vincent104@aol.com ) 	847/438-4998 
Volunteer 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax (glaz@hotmail.com ) 	847/438-5236 
Webmaster 	Rick Bremer (cbremer@cusd220Jake.k12.Lus) 	847/382-6143 
HOTLINE 	Rob "Mow Man" Mann (mowmanl3@aoLcom) 847-537-8989 

Lock Down! 
By Traveler 

Little did we know, when a few of us discussed the 
Dukane A.B.A.T.E. Toy Run, what we'd encounter when 
we rode the ride that cold, Sunday, October 8th morning. 
Awakened by a phone call asking "Gee honey, it's s000 
cold. Can we go by car today?", my thoughts turned first, 
to the option of laying in front of the fireplace and 
discussing "politics", and secondly to the article Bard had 
published in last month's ROAR about fair - weather 
charity riders. "Nope" I replied. "Gotta do it by bike but, 
I'll meet you later." I really didn't want to admit that I let 
ol' Bard's article intimidate me into riding. 

Off I went to the McDonalds at RT 62 and Randall Rd to 
meet whoever showed up. Pulled in to see Terry Kumro 
and Bard half way through breakfast and, we were 
immediately joined by Joe Rosa. Our road daddy, John 
Lunde, finally showed up and, as we fired up to roll to 
Dukane, Terry gave his toys and canned goods for donation 
to Bard and I and rolled off home. You just have to admire 
a brother who has the heart to buy toys and food for the 
kids, gets up and rides in the cold 7:00 am weather, just to 
give his donation to other riders because he has other 
commitments that morning. Far too many fair - weather 
riders would have just stayed in bed. Maybe he read Bard's 
article but, Terry has always epitomized "Brotherhood". 

Down Randall Road we rolled, picking up speed to see 
how far below zero we could take the windchill factor. 
John, Bard, Joe, and me, all of us probably wondering how 
many riders would brave the first cold ride of the season 
and show up for this thing. After a few miles of riding, it 
was "Uh oh....a rider pulled over on the side of the road up 
ahead with no apparent help." As we got closer, and 
prepared to stop, I was disappointed to see John, Bard, and 
Joe ride past the guy. Then I saw it wasn't a rider after all. 
It was just Joe Rabanus waiting to join us. 

So, the big, bad five of us shivered on down to the start 
point in this big ol' fenced - in parking lot. There were 
probably around 200 bikes by the time we pulled in, many 
with passengers, and only one coffee vendor. For the first 
time in my life, I was the very first one in line!! I would 
guess that there were 250 people behind me when they 
were finally ready to serve hot coffee at a dollar a cup. 
"Aw s#&*" I mumbled as I realized I had just spent my last 
$10 on the entry fee. Now I had 250 riders behind me as 
I fished for enough change to pay for coffee. It must have 
been my day as Ken and Kathy, the coffee vendors, said 
"Hey Traveler, where you been all summer?" and, after a 
few words, let me have the coffee for free. Ahhh... I do 
love to see brotherhood at work. 

Now, the big, bad, five of us are hanging out in the 
parking lot, cold'and in a hurry to ride when we decide 
that, we have the route sheet, so let's go. Just as we 
approached the exit to this prison - style parking lot, it was 
Lock Down!!! The guy on the gate closed it and informed 
us that no bikes would be let out on the course until the 
photographer got there in an hour. This was amazing! We 
had to wait an hour in the cold, with a long line for coffee, 
for some wussy photographer to take a picture of a line of 
irate bikers. Why don't they just use last year's picture? 

Out of boredom, we decided to ride to the other end of the 
parking lot and get in line with the others. Nope! The 
prison guards weren't going to let that happen either as we 
were directed back to the main parking area. "Ain't this 
some s&#!" we thought. Locked in a parking lot for an 
hour. But, the guards finally relented when they were faced 
with hundreds of loud Harleys and a few honking Hondas 
all irate over waiting for a frigging Kodak moment. The 
gate finally opened and off we rolled, right behind Santa 
on his hi - rise Fat Boy. 

"Somehow it's warmer riding behind Santa" I thought, as 
we rolled through the 60+ mile route led, alternately, by 
Joe Rabanus and Joe Rosa. Arriving at the finish, after a 
cold but incident - free ride, we donated our toys and food, 
bought our traditional pins, ate a bowl of free chili (3 
bowls for Bard), paid our respects to Mikey Trikey and Lito 
Gawat who rode alone, met a few new folks, and headed 
down that long, cold blacktop to home. 

Why is it you feel so much warmer riding home in the cold 
after a charity ride than you do any other type of ride? 
Hmmmmm... 
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Yce 51/T 
SPECIAL VEHICLE TEAM 

"A WHOLE NEW ATTITUDE" 
LARGEST SELECTION OF FORD TRUCKS AND SUV'S IN LAKE COUNTY 

CHOOSE FROM DOZENS OF FORD PICK-UPS, EXPLORERS, 
EXPEDITIONS, AND MERCURY MOUNTAINEERS 

5KX00XXXXx,s(02:0 ,,,,m,m,.-vw",  0:000000N 
0 	TOP CATS SPECIAL! 
0 0 	SAVE 25% 
0 on all bedliners or running boards 
0 	with the purchase of ANY 
0 	new or used vehicle 

FULL SERVICE BODY SHOP 

EXTENDED SERVICE HOURS 

SALES - SERVICE - LEASING 

 

VaXXXXXX,V&V,XXX*SSMOO,X 

 

Mercury 
.foxlakeford.com 

RT 1 2 
FOX 
847 587 3400 

October 9,2000 Board Meeting 
By Sandy Vernon 

Wayne Kirkpatrick called the Top Cat Board Meeting to 
order on October 9, 2000, with Board Members Rik 
Lowry, Jim Heniff, Bard Boand, Terry Kumro, Sandy 
Vernon and George Lax present. 

Vice President Rik Lowry, announced that Chuck 
Prettyman will be the new Programs Chairman. October 
14 and November 4, America's Open Road and Open 
Road Radio will have rides with half the bike fees going to 
Top Cats for NISRA. 

Treasurer Jim Heniff was given Board Approval for ROAR 
costs and the plaque for the Past President. It was voted to 
split the cost of the yearly ride insurance policy50/50 
between the General Fund and the Charity Ride for 2000 
and 2001. 

Top Cats welcome new members Edward F. Jacques, 
Donald Schaefer and George Cumpata. 

Director Terry Kumro presented information from Alicia 
Kumro, Products, regarding clothing items that can be 
purchased individually by members with the Top Cat logo. 
The Board approved a limit of $85 for the set up costs for 
the logo with Stadium Sports. 

Four Safety Classes were approved for 2001. 

Director Sandy Vernon gave information on NISRA 
Holiday Luncheon on November 18th. Proceeds from the 
Charity Ride will be given to NISRA at that time and also 
announced at the November 7th meeting. Bernie Weiss is 
the Ride Chairman for 
the 5th Annual Charity Ride to be held on September 30, 
2001. 

Director Bard Boand suggested that the Committee 
Chairman be empowered to make decisions "to get the job 
done" unless bylaws and/or budget costs are a concern. It 
would be up to the Chairman to then contact the Director 
involved for a decision and if further approval was needed, 
it would be brought before the Board. All agreed. 
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THE MOTO-JACK CYCLE LIFT 

The perfect tool to get your bike off the 
ground for washing, maintenance or 
storage. Made of heavy gauge steel, 
featuring a 4 ton hydraulic jack and 

dual safety stops at 3 levels. Expands 
from 5 to 16 inches. Heavy duty metal 

wheels allows you to move it easily 
around your garage or work area. 

Price: Only $239.00 
Randy's Cycle is a full service shop 

specializing in Harley Davidsons 
and all Metric Cruisers. 

****Parts 
****Accessories 
**"Chrome Plating 
****Powder Coating 

WE CAN LO IT ALL ! 
11013 Route 6 7, PO Box 516, 

Huntley, IL 60142 
(847) 669-0256 

FAX (SW ) 669-0772 
www.randyscycle.corn 

SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 
2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 

HOURS 
HARLEM DAVIDSON 
	

M-F 10:00 AM-7:00 PM 
SATURDAY 10:00 AM-4:00 PM 

SUNDAY CLOSED 

AO 
HAREY DAVIOSON 

age 4 

THE BART ALONZO BAND 

Those of you who were at the Charity Ride, were treated to 
some great "Regular Guy" Rock & Roll from the Bart Alonzo 
Band. Bart Alonzo (on vocals & guitars), Geoff Pellant (on sax 
& keyboards), Rich Tiesi (on drums), and Kevin Carter (on 
base), DONATED their time and talent to entertain us all, and 
helped to generate the party atmosphere that we enjoyed all 
afternoon. When I called him the next day, before I could 
thank him, HE THANKED US for including the band in our 
event ! BIG TOP CATS ROAR FOR THE BART ALONZO 
BAND. 

If you ever need a great band to play for a party, wedding, or 
any type of event where you need great music, and a fun 
atmosphere, call Batt Alonzo at 847-204-1431. 



November 

7 	Top Cats' Monthly Meeting ' 

12 	Top Cats' Pick Up Ride, Egg Harbor, 
Time: 10:00am, Road Captain: TBD 

18 	NISRA Silent Auction, and Fashion 
Show, Time; TBD 

26 	Coats for Homeless Ride, Chicago, 
Dunkin Donuts, Dundee & Rand, 
Time: 7:30am, Road Captain: TBD 
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Top Cats' 2001 Charity Ride 
Meeting, TBD 

G-LAx ENTERPRISES 
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

(847) 726-7843 
AIR CONDITIONING 
	 GEORGE J. LAX 

HEATING 
	

CELL # (847) 533-5236 
HUMIDIFICATION 
	

P.O. BOX 725 
SHEET METAL 
	

LAKE ZURICH. IL  60047 

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • ALL MAKES 
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 

• 

K • 	'.4.>.>4.1,,SX200.0.00;g0 0MZT`t'Cfk:MAV=.; 

milk te Detaihti' I Service 
WE COME TO YOU!  

*Motorcycles *Cars 

*Snowmobiles *Boats 

*Trucks *Planes 
p$P"' 

We'll Make Your Vehicle  
Look Brand New!  

0  Call Jim Elder At Lield Enterprises 
708/865-1959 www.Lield.com  

..',WWWWW;AVV••:•,M=0:4'.,•Igaiiggafga-Pla<VMWMCWW:i01:;•.;•Pg.;K:::: 

Kaution Korner 
By Ric Case 

Twists and Turns 

There are three techniques for negotiating curves and 
making turns at corners: 

1.) Roll off, roll on, roll off - What does that imply? It 
simply means that you slow down by braking lightly 
and/or downshifting to keep the revs up for 
immediate power, as you approach a curve in the road 
or you are about to make a turn, where you may 
actually have to stop. Then you roll back on the 
throttle to pull you through the curve or turn, and 
ultimately backing off the power once again to 
establish a nice comfortable cruising speed. 

2.) Push right to go right, push left to go left. This was 
a hard concept for me personally to grasp, but gently 
press down on the handlebar in the direction you want 
to take the curve or the turn you are about to 
negotiate. Some folks with aggressive riding habits also 
lift gently on the opposite handlebar in order to 
increase their maneuverability during the cornering 
process. You can practice this by riding in a straight 
line and keeping all other elements constant with no 
around you, of course, and observing how the bike 
reacts when pressing down on either handlebar. 

3.) Look through the turn. Focus on the line you want 
to take from several feet in front of the bike to as 
much as fifty (50) and even a hundred (100) feet in 
front of you depending on your line of sight and the 
visibility available. You can practice this one by first 
taking an inside line and conversely taking an outside 
line through a curve, corner, or turn. 

Practice and apply each technique separately until you 
are very comfortable with each one and find your 
favorite. As you riding skills improve or elevate you 
will probably find that you employ all three, eventually 
using all three subconsciously as you ride. Finally, 
follow the accepted rule - of - thumb, enter most 
corners from the outside line, in. 
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Thanksgiving 
By Hawkeye 

This is the time of the year when we begin to think 
about the upcoming holidays. Every one of us has his 
own list of things to give thanks for. I'd like to take 
this opportunity to give thanks to some important 
folks who support the Top Cats by advertising in our 
Roar each month. The dollars they spend go a long 
way to help defray the costs of putting out our 
newsletter each month. In no particular order: 

Thanks go to Jim Elder, at Lield Enterprises, who can 
detail any motorcycle or car to look brand new , and 
do it right in your own driveway. 

Thanks to Steve Buckley, of the Rock & Roll Grill, 
for making all Top Cats feel welcome in his bar, and 
get the first drink for free. 

Thanks to David Plote, of Ideal Ride, who can 
customize or dress up any Harley into a show bike. 

Thanks to Pasta Diavolo, where you can eat a fine 
Italian meal at reasonable prices six days a week. 

Thanks to Barry Kane, at Suburban Harley-Davidson, 
for all his support throughout the year. 

Thanks to Jeff Lichtenstein, of Banzai Motorsports, 
where you can buy and service all Japanese bikes, Ducati, 
and buy snowmobiles and watercraft as well. 

Thanks to Yvette Betke, of Fox Lake Ford, where you 
can find a huge selection of Ford cars, trucks, and 
SUV's, and be treated like a valued client, not a 
number. 

Thanks to Barry Hulden, of Hulden Graphics, who 
prints our Roar each month, our Charity Ride flyers, 
and who can handle any printing job to perfection. 

Thanks to John and Dar Lunde, of Entertaining Tuna, 
who have the best fresh seafood and fish you can find 
anywhere. 

Thanks to Randy Weaver, of Randy's Cycle, who can 
service any make of motorcycle, order and install parts, 
and who buys and sells the best pre-ridden bikes you 
can find. 

Thanks to Ted Nielsen, of Nielsen Enterprises, who 
sells all makes of Japanese bikes, as well as Triumph 
and Excelsior Henderson motorcycles, snowmobiles, 
and watercraft. 

Thanks to George Lax, or G-Lax Heating and air con-
ditioning. George can keep your home or office cool 
in summer, and warm in winter. 

Thanks to Tom Traina and Lisa Norkus, of O'Traina's, 
for serving great food and treating the Top Cats as 
kings at our monthly meetings, and at our Charity 
Events. 

And thanks to Carl Hart, of Hart pool & Spa, who can 
install, or repair any pool, install and service a relaxing 
spa in your home, or provide the necessary chemicals 
to keep your pool or spa clean and fresh all season 
long. 

I'd also like to give thanks to all of the people and 
businesses who donated money, services, and 
merchandise to our club for the NISRA Charity Ride, 
and who helped to make it the most successful one 
yet. 

In the coming year, let's all try to repay these people by 
patronizing their businesses, so they know that their 
support of the Top Cats is a two way street, and so we 
can continue to benefit from their generosity. 

If any member would like to advertise their business in 
the Roar, or know of another business who would 
benefit from reaching our membership, please call me, 
Ken Glassman, at 847-394-2646. 
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SUZUKI INTRUDER VL1500 
by Ken Glassman 

On the beautiful, sunny day that I was to pick up a 
Suzuki Intruder VL1500 for a test ride, the good folks 
at Toyota dropped off in my driveway a new 
arrest-me-red MR2 Spyder to test drive. A virtual 
embarrassment of riches. Which toy to choose from? 
These are the difficult decisions that automotive 
writers are forced to deal with on a regular basis. So 
with Solomon-like wisdom, I decided to drive the 
MR2 up to Banzai Motorsports in Libertyville, ride the 
Intruder all day, then take the MR2 out to put through 
its paces on the way home. Making the tough decisions 
is why I get the big bucks. 

When I arrived at Banzai Motorsports, the all black 
Intruder was ready to go. As I walked around the big 
cruiser, I was impressed at how well appointed and 
finished it was. The paint was flawless, and all the 
parts were well fitted. The chrome brightwork was 
plentiful. I especially liked how Suzuki integrated the 
chrome fork tubes into the headlight and turn signal 
surround. All of the cables are routed behind it for a 
very neat and clean appearance, almost like a custom 
bike. The heavily valanced steel fenders have a nice 
graceful sweep at the trailing edge. The blacked out 
cylinders are accented by the polished aluminum 
pieces and more chrome, making for a very pleasing 
engine look. The cast aluminum alloy wheels are 
handsome, and allow for tubeless tires. The parts 
man at Banzai showed me the Suzuki catalogue to 
dress up the Intruder even more. You'll run out of 
money long before they run out of pieces to 
customize this baby. 

The ignition switch and choke are conveniently 
located on the upper left side of the engine. The bike 
started easily on the first push of the starter button. 
The low exhaust song from the dual swept back 
mufflers is basso profundo, like James Earl Jones in 
his lowest Darth Vader voice. And it keeps that low 
drone even in the upper end of the rev range. 

The bike feels as heavy as it looks in low speed 
maneuvers, but once on the move the heaviness 
goes away. The engine is strong and powerful at any 
speed and in any gear. First gear is a stump puller, 
and there is plenty of torque in the low and mid 
range of all the gears. The Intruder 1500 will put a lot 
of other heavy cruisers in it's rearview mirrors 
breaking away from a stop light. Peak torque occurs 
at only 2300 rpm. 5th gear acts as an overdrive. This 
Intruder feels like it can cruise all day at 80mph 
without getting winded. 

The suspension feels stiffer than most large cruisers, 
which I like, yet the ride quality isn't sacrificed. The 
fat tires have a lot to do with the comfortable ride 

even on broken pavement and expansion joints. The 
front suspension isn't adjustable, but the rear is 
pre-load adjustable. It takes some muscle to get the 
bike into the turns, but once there it feels stable. Like 
most heavy cruisers, the floorboards limit lean angle. 
Cross winds and traffic turbulence don't upset 
straight line tracking. 

The transmission is excellent. All shifts are smooth 
and sure. Finding neutral is easy. I especially like the 
easily adjustable clutch and brake levers. There is a 4 
position dial atop each of the levers that allows 
smaller hands to have an easier grasp without the 
need to get the tools out. Clutch effort is average, and 
the take up is smooth. The brakes are better than 
average, with good feel. 

The low, wide seat is very comfortable. For long 
legged riders who can move back on the seat, there 
is a good amount of back support from the large, 
stepped up pillion. The floorboards and controls are 
positioned a bit more forward than most cruisers, 
and provided a lot of room to stretch out, without 
requiring shorter riders to grope for the pedals. The 
heel/toe shifter is well situated, as is the brake pedal. 
However, I wish the brake pedal was hinged like 
some other motorcycles, in case your toes get caught 
underneath the pedal in a panic situation. The tank 
mounted instrument panel looks good, and features 
a speedometer, digital trip and odometer, and fuel 
gauge. Unfortunately, there is no tachometer, and the 
turn signals are not self-canceling. The green neutral 
light can easily be seen even in direct sunlight, which 
is unusual for tank mounted light clusters. It also has 
an audible horn, with a proper horn tone. 

The Suzuki VL 1500 Intruder is a terrific all-around 
heavy cruiser. If price is a major consideration in the 
decision making process, you should check this one 
out. At $9,949 you get a lot of bike for the buck. 

Suzuki Intruder VL1500 Specs 

Engine: 	Air/oil-cooled 45-degree V-twin 
Displacement: 1462 cc 
Transmission: 5-speed constant mesh 
Final drive: 	Shaft 
Overall Length: 	99.4 " 
Wheelbase: 	66.9 " 
Seat Height: 	27.6 " 
Fuel Capacity; 4.1 gal. (about 150 mile cruising 
range) 
Dry Weight: 	652 lbs 
List Price: 	$9,949 
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The idwests 
Motorcycle 

OPEN 

WEEK WS  

argest 
ealer 

\ 
,ALL MAKES'/ 

'ALL MODELS ,/ a,  IN STOCK '"'" 

ENTER1=wit=ZZSIES 

LAKE VILLA, IL 

(847) 356-3000 

JI-ICOATI:).21L 	Kawasaki 
Come ride with us. 

EXCELSIOR HENDERSON 

"Check The NIELSEN 
PRICE Before You Buy" 

SPECIAL FINANCING 

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • ACCESSORIES 

ON RT. 12 - JUST NORTH OF BONNER, WAUCONDA 

(847) 526-9211 

* SUZUKI 

Let the good times roll. 

our 1-Stop Motorcycle Shop 

October 3, 2000 General Meeting 
By Hawkeye 

The October meeting was opened by George Lax, who passed 
the President's gavel to our new President, Wayne "Traveler" 
Kirkpatrick. On behalf of the entire membership, Traveler 
thanked George and Chris Lax for all their hard work and 
effort during his term as President, and for all their work in 
the last several years. BIG TOP CAT ROAR FOR GEORGE AND 
CHRIS LAX ! 

Traveler mapped out the organizational changes he has 
made to allow the club to operate more efficiently for the 
growing membership. 

Ric Case, our Safety Chairman, spoke about watching out for 
loose objects on the backs of trucks, and other vehicles. His 
credo is: "If it looks like it MAY fall off, it WILL fall off." So 
plan ahead for escape routes, and be vigilant. Ric also took 
some time to thank Jim "Tiger" Irvine for his outstanding 
service as our Treasurer. BIG TOP CAT ROAR FOR JIM IRVINE. 

Jim "Ice Man" Heniff is our new Treasurer. He'll be updating 
our budget on a quarterly basis, and reporting to the 
membership. 

Ric (we gotta get him a road name) Lowry, is our new 
Vice-President. He'll be reporting each meeting on the Board 
Activities, and coordinating Programs for the meetings. 

Terry Kumro, a Board Director, and one of the instructors for 
our safety classes will be planning 4 safety sessions for the 
upcoming year. Dates will be determined soon. 

Alicia Kumro will continue to develop a new logo, and future 
Top Cats products for members to purchase. Anyone with 
"clip art" on their computer that has to do with lions, 
motorcycles, etc. should e-mail that to her, so she can 
perhaps incorporate those images into a logo. 

Ric Case, along with Ray & Diane Caprio, gave us a report on 
the Charity Ride. Details appear elsewhere in this Roar. 
They then passed the torch over to Bernie Weiss, who will 
chair the Charity Ride for 2001. The date for that is Sunday, 
September 30, 2001. 

Brian Shahinian, of NISRA, expressed his heartfelt thanks to 
the entire membership for putting on such an outstanding 
event, and raising so much money for the kids of NISRA. 
The money we raised will go to help over 40 kids attend 
summer camp next year, who otherwise wouldn't have the 
opportunity to attend. ALSO, MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR 
THE NISRA FASHION SHOW LUNCHEON ON NOVEMBER 18, 
2000 and contact Sandy Vernon for reservations. 

Remember to always check the HOTLINE (847)622-3501 for 
details of upcoming events. 
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*****STURGIS 2001***** 
by Bard Boand 

If you've been to Sturgis, you'll probably be 
going again. If you haven't been to Sturgis as a 
Top Cat, now is the time to commit, you wont 
regret it. Top Cats have the Black Hills of South 
Dakota wired during Sturgis week. We have the 
best Hotel accommodations, the best restaurant 
and bar connections, the best rides, and the best 
people...(your Tops Cats bros and sirs) No other 
club in the world has Sturgis Week as fine tuned 
and well oiled as the Top Cats. Guaranteed! 
Here's the drill: 

Sturgis Week officially starts Monday Aug 6th 
thru Aug 12th, however many of us arrive 
several days early to beat the crowds. 

I will lead the first group of rubber mounted 
touring bikes with windshields ( this group rides 
like the wind ) on Wednesday, Aug 1st, 0800 
from Egg Harbour in Barrington. Via Hwy 12, 
33, the Wildcat Forest, the Amish sector of 
Wisconsin and Hwy 14 along the Mississippi 
River near LaCrosse, we will overnight in 
Mankato, MN. at the Holiday Inn-Downtown, 
Aug 1st, where Steve Buckley has the "clubs" 
already dancing to the beat of the Top Cats. 

Aug 2nd, Hwy 14, all the way to Pierre S.D. 
where the evening starts at the LongBranch 
Saloon, then to our favorite Bistro Restaurant, 
then back to the Longbranch, then home to the 
Kelly Inn with the "Welcome Top Cats" sign on 
the marque. 

Aug 3rd, a morning trip thru the Badlands, 
lunch at Wall Drug and a sample of their free ice 
water, then to Rapid City mid-afternoon to check 
into our very special Hotel, the Hotel Alex 
Johnson, a beautiful and historic turn of the 
century jewel. 

Aug 4th, Saturday, its off to Mt. Rushmore, ride 
with the Buffalo in Custer State Park, lunch in 
Custer (Custer has their own rally trying to rival 
Sturgis), then return via Crazy Horse Monument. 
The remaining week will be ad-hock rides in 
smaller groups, to places like Devils Tower in 

Wyoming, Sundance and Beulah Wy for the 
street races and burnout contests, Spearfish 
Canyon ride, the Full Throttle Saloon, Hill Climbs, 
flat track, drags, demo rides, Heulette WY for 
Wyoming Wednesday, Ham and Jam and "show 
us your ----", and of course, a daily stop in 
downtown Sturgis for all the action. 

Harley Davidson also has a special H.O.G. 
reception Monday night to allow HOG members 
and their guests to preview the new 2002 model 
lineup. You wont get bored during the day, and 
every evening usually concludes with a 5 star 
dinner, fine wine and then adjourning to the 
sidewalk veranda street side Bar, to enjoy a 
Cuban cigar and glass of Remy X-0, and watch 
the world go by...oh,-its a great life....(biker ???). 

You can also enjoy the casinos of Deadwood and 
order a sasparilla at the #10 Saloon where Wild 
Bill Hickcox was shot holding Ace's and Eights 
(the dead mans hand)...And less we forget Terry 
and Alicia Kumrows 2ns Annual Anniversary 
Dinner with music and dancing (Terry and Alicia 
were married in Sturgis in 1999 by the esteemed 
Mayor). 

****RESERVATIONS INFO:****** 
Aug 3-12 Hotel Alex Johnson, Rapid City S.D. 

Top Cats has a 30 room contract for 
$185/night/single. 

Identify yourself as a Top Cat, Group # 1660, 
and/or ask for Janda Bayne or Christy Solem 

800-888-ALEX ( 800-888-2539 ) 

Wed,Aug 1. Holiday Inn-Downtown, Mankato, 
MN. 

15 rooms blocked for Top Cats @ 63/single. 
Identify yourself as being with Top Cats M/C. 

507-345-1234 

Thurs Aug 2. Kelly Inn, Pierre, S.D. 
15 Rooms blocked for Top Cats at $52/single 

-10% discount if AAA member. 
identify yourself as a top Cat. 

605-224-4140 
***Make your reservation now, and DO NOT 
OFFER this info to anyone outside of Top Cats. 
This is a Top Cats EXCLUSIVE we have spent 
years developing and need to guard it carefully. 
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OIL SPOTS 
By Traveler 

RECALL. Looks like BMW is recalling all F650GS models. 
No specifics are available yet but, if you have this model or 
know someone who does, pass the word and check with your 
dealer. 

HISTORY. A few weathered souls may remember the signal 
for "biker needs help." If you ever see a bike on the side of the 
road, with a helmet setting on the fog line, facing toward the 
road, that's what it meant back in the '50s and '60s. 

LAWS. As more and more countries try to legislate our sport, 
we are seeing a plethora of laws enacted to, allegedly, protect 
us from ourselves. The European community has been the 
catalyst of new legislation that seems to motivate our own 
politicians to introduce bills that will over regulate, if not kill, 
the sport of motorcycling. The United Nations has just 
announced and international agreement, effective August 25, 
2000, to develop globally uniform environmental regulations 
for motor vehicles. If you can't keep an eye on the 
international horizon for legislation that may creep into the 
U.S., then join such organizations as AMA and A.B.A.T.E. to 
keep an eye on it for you. 

MORE LAWS. If you're not a good parent in Ohio, don't 
worry, the state will pass laws to protect your kids. A recently 
introduced bill would prohibit children under the age of 11 
from riding as passengers on motorcycles, period. While a lot 
of common sense should be applied to deciding whether kids 
should ride as passengers, shouldn't it be a parent's decision? 

STATISTICS. Today, you can find statistics to support just 
about any trend or position you want supported. I don't know 
the validity but, it is being reported that, motorcycle deaths 
were up 8 percent last year to 2,472, the highest total since 
1991. In Illinois, the number increased by 4 to 103 last year. 
I wonder if motorcycle registrations, and annual miles driven, 
might have also increased over 1991? 

VICTORY. Victory, owned by Polaris Industries, has been 
named the official motorcycle of Road America in Elkhart 
Lake, WI. A Victory V93SC will be the official pace bike for 
the Road America track. Sort of like Peterbuilt being named 
the Indy Pace Truck. 

EDUCATION. There's nothing as impressive as a well - read 
biker, right? A current "Hot Seller" is Hell's Angel: The Life 
and Times of Sonny Barger and the Hell's Angels Motorcycle 
Club, by Ralph Barger, president of the Oakland Chapter of the 
Hell's Angels. I'm sorry but, I don't know the Library of 
Congress book number yet. 

OBITUARY. Yamaha's venerable V-MAX, will not be 
produced in 2001. This icon of speed will be replaced by 
Yamaha's Fazer 1000 with the YZF-R 1 engine. 

BIKER CULTURE 
Just why is it that we're so attracted to an 800 lb assembly of 
rolling steel that allows us to participate in a very risky 
pastime? 

* Your motorcycle doesn't get upset when you forget 
its birthday. 

* You don't have to talk to your motorcycle after you 
ride it. 

* You can, legally, kick, choke, and smack your 
motorcycle. 

* Motorcycles don't snore. 

* Your motorcycle won't wake you up at 3:00 am and 
ask you if you love it. 

* You don't have to pay alimony to an ex motorcycle. 

* If you motorcycle goes "flat" you can fix it. 

* If your motorcycle makes too much noise, you can 
shut it off. 

* You can always use tiedowns on your motorcycle. 

* Motorcycles always feel like going for a ride. 

* Motorcycles don't care how many other 
motorcycles you've ridden. 

* Motorcycles don't insult you if you're not a good 
rider. 

* You can ride a motorcycle all month. 

* You can't get diseases from a motorcycle. 

* You don't have to shower before you ride your 
motorcycle. 

* Your parents don't stay in touch with a motorcycle 
once you get rid of it. 

* You can disassemble your motorcycle and store it 
your basement. 

* Your motorcycle will never leave you for another 
rider! 
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